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Welcome! 

 

Welcome to In the Loop, an assortment  
of e-mails that I have received during the 
past week, or articles that I may stumble 
upon.   From time to time, you will find 
announcements of events, grant 
opportunities, job postings, links to 
websites and articles of interest or notes 
of encouragement.  I hope that you, or 
someone you know, would find the 
information to be of use.  If you would 
like to unsubscribe, submit material, or 
make general comments,  you may 
contact me at valeriefleonard@msn.com.  
I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 

Valerie F. Leonard, Editor 
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Funding Sources 
 

The following announcements are from the Philanthropic News Digest. 
 
Patagonia Offers Funding for Grassroots Environmental Campaigns 
Grants of up to $8,000 will be awarded to nonprofits conducting 
environmental work that is action-oriented, strategic, and demonstrates a 
commitment to long-term change....  
 
Do Something Invites Young People to Apply for Summer Jobless Grants 
Program 
Eight grants of $2,000 and eighteen grants of $500 will be made to help fund 
local community action projects that employ youth volunteers....  
 
North Face Launches Explore Fund Grant Program to Help Connect 
Young People to the Outdoors 
A total of $125,000 will be awarded to nonprofits working to help children 
connect to nature, increase access to both front and backcountry recreation, 
and provide education for both personal and environmental health....  
 
Enterprise Green Communities Offers Charrette and Sustainability 
Grants for Green Affordable Housing Projects 
Grants of up to $5,000 will be awarded to nonprofits, tribally-designated 
housing authorities, and their for-profit partners working to build and 
rehabilitate homes that are healthier, more energy efficient, and better for 
the environment....  
 
Youth Service America Invites Applications From Middle School 
Educators for STEMester of Service Grants 
Grants of $5,000 will be awarded to teachers and afterschool program 
facilitators in nineteen states working to engage disadvantaged youth in 
STEM-related volunteer activities between April 20 and October 26, 2012....  
 

http://philanthropy.com/article/The-Outlook-for-HiringPay/126545/
mailto:valeriefleonard@msn.com
http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/rfp_item.jhtml?id=343100015
http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/rfp_item.jhtml?id=342900032
http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/rfp_item.jhtml?id=342900032
http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/rfp_item.jhtml?id=342900035
http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/rfp_item.jhtml?id=342900035
http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/rfp_item.jhtml?id=342900033
http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/rfp_item.jhtml?id=342900033
http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/rfp_item.jhtml?id=342900034
http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/rfp_item.jhtml?id=342900034
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Special Events 
 

The Voice Newspapers  
2nd Annual Community 

Builders Awards 
Luncheon 

 
THE Voice Newspapers will host 
their 2nd Annual Community 
Builders Awards Luncheon as 
follows: 
 

Tuesday, June 28 
11am Social Hour 
12:30pm Lunch 
Saranecki Brothers  
Garden Manor Banquet Hall  
4722 W. Armitage Ave. 

 
Tickets: $35.00 per person, $300 
per table of 10. Proceeds will be 
used to build a fund to hire 
neighborhood youth. 
 
I just found out that I have been 
nominated for the Michael Scott 
Spirit of the Westside Award. I don't 
know whether or not I will receive 
it, but please, come out to the event 
or make a donation so that the Voice 
Newspapers (Austin Voice, 
Garfield/Lawndale Voice 
Newspapers) can hire young people 
to learn the journalism profession 
right in their own neighborhood. 
 
Reservations can be made by calling 
THE VOICE at 773/889-0880,or 
faxing them at (773)889-5168 
 

Recommended Reading 
 

 

Chicago TIF Money, Records Show  
Given to Corporate Giants 
 

I thank Raynard Villa Hall, Publisher of Bronzecomm, for carrying a link 
to the following story  from dailykos.com 
 

New investigations into Chicago's controversial TIF (Tax Increment 
Financing) program shows that the money mostly did not go to helping 
development in "blighted" areas, but instead went to some of the city's 
largest corporate giants and with no public accountability. The TIF 
program, which was tightly controlled by Mayor Richard M. Daley, 
siphoned hundreds of millions of dollars that would have gone to the 
schools and put it into TIF funds that were under the mayor's control. 
He then doled them out at his discretion. 
Read more online:  click here>>> 
 

5 Steps to Op-Eds that Change Minds 
 
The following article was written by Nancy E. Schwartz 
Publisher – GettingAttention.org / President – Nancy Schwartz & 
Company 

 
Opinion journalism (a.k.a. op-eds) is an unmatched opportunity 
for your organization to speak through the news media directly to 
policy makers, your constituents and other target audiences. 
 (Click onto the following link to finish reading the article.) 
http://gettingattention.org/articles/2556/media-relations-
press/nonprofit-op-ed.html 
 

Mandela: His 8 Lessons of Leadership 
 
I thank Raynard Villa Hall, the Publisher of Bronzecomm, for 
carrying this article in the June 24, 2011 edition. 
 

Nelson Mandela has always felt most at ease around children, and in 
some ways his greatest deprivation was that he spent 27 years without 
hearing a baby cry or holding a child's hand. Last month, when I visited 
Mandela in Johannesburg — a frailer, foggier Mandela than the one I 
used to know — his first instinct was to spread his arms to my two boys. 
http://kalamu.posterous.com/info-mandela-his-8-lessons-of-
leadership-time 
 

Opinion: IRS Should Rethink Its Treatment of 
Charities  
 
The IRS purge of 275,000 groups from the tax-exempt rolls signals a 
move by the federal government toward micromanagement of the 
nonprofit world, write two philanthropy experts in The Wall Street 
Journal.  

http://www.dailykos.com/story/2011/03/06/953394/-Chicago-TIF-money,-records-show-given-to-Corporate-giants
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2011/03/06/953394/-Chicago-TIF-money,-records-show-given-to-Corporate-giants
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2011/03/06/953394/-Chicago-TIF-money,-records-show-given-to-Corporate-giants
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2011/03/06/953394/-Chicago-TIF-money,-records-show-given-to-Corporate-giants
http://gettingattention.org/articles/2556/media-relations-press/nonprofit-op-ed.html
http://gettingattention.org/articles/2556/media-relations-press/nonprofit-op-ed.html
http://kalamu.posterous.com/info-mandela-his-8-lessons-of-leadership-time
http://kalamu.posterous.com/info-mandela-his-8-lessons-of-leadership-time
http://philanthropy.com/blogs/philanthropytoday/opinion-irs-should-rethink-its-treatment-of-charities/36757?sid=pt&utm_source=pt&utm_medium=en
http://philanthropy.com/blogs/philanthropytoday/opinion-irs-should-rethink-its-treatment-of-charities/36757?sid=pt&utm_source=pt&utm_medium=en
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303936704576397482909877032.html?mod=googlenews_wsj&_nocache=1308833491751&mg=com-wsj
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303936704576397482909877032.html?mod=googlenews_wsj&_nocache=1308833491751&mg=com-wsj
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Policy/Advocacy/Civic  Engagement 
 

Donors Forum Policy Update-June 21, 2011 
IN THIS ISSUE 
 

 Dept. Human Services Contract Changes Neither Fair Nor 
Accountable  

 IRS Automatically Revokes Tax-Exempt Status for 13K IL 
Nonprofits  

 IRA Charitable Rollover Moving Forward in Congress  
 CBO Weighs the Costs and Benefits of the Charitable Deduction  
 Have Your Say: IRS Invites Comments on Form 990 Issues 

 
Donors Forum Webinar: How to Engage Your Public 
In An Election Year Without Losing Your Tax Status 
 
Date: 7/22/2011  

Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

Location: Webinar 

Registration: Register for this event  

 
Fees: This event is free and open to the public. Registrants will receive 
a call-in number and passcode prior to the webinar. 
 
About this webinar: With folks declaring their candidacy for -- or 
exploring options for -- the 2012 presidential election, primary season 
is almost upon us, and any nonprofit organization thinking of gearingi 
up election-year outreach needs to be prepared. Do you know the rules 
for participating in civic engagement activities during an election year? 
Is your organization equipped to do its part to encourage civic 
engagement among your stakeholders? What are some practical and 
smart best-practices to help engage the public, support your issues, and 
promote democracy? 
 

Policy on the Ground Blog 
 

I facilitate Policy on the Ground to provide information and analyses of 
current policies on our everyday lives. The content comes from a 
variety of sources. 

 HUD Letter Regarding Ex-Offenders 
http://policyontheground.blogspot.com/2011/06/hud-letter-
regarding-ex-offenders-in.html 

 School Action Accountability and Master Planning Act 
 http://policyontheground.blogspot.com/2011/06/school-
action-accountability-and-master.html 

 Impact of Budget Cuts on Education/ After School Programs 
http://policyontheground.blogspot.com/2011/06/deep-
budget-cuts-have-serious-negative.html 

 

 

 

Housing 
 

HAC News 
 

 (June 22, 2011,Vol. 40,   No. 13) 
Visit http://tinyurl.com/hacnews to 
download the entire newsletter. 
 
HUD’S 2010 HOMELESS 
ASSESSMENT REPORT SHOWS 
PROGRESS AND PROBLEMS. 2010 
Annual Homelessness Assessment 
Report to Congress is available at 
http://www.usich.gov.  
 
TWO STUDIES DOCUMENT 
HOUSING ISSUES FOR PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES:  
 

 Worst Case Housing Needs of 
People with Disabilities - 
Supplemental Findings of the 
Worst Case Housing Needs 
2009: Report to Congress, 
available at 
http://www.huduser.org/port
al/publications/affhsg/wcn_di
sability.html.  

 
 Priced Out in 2010 by the 

Consortium for Citizens with 
Disabilities Housing Task Force 
and the Technical Assistance 
Collaborative, available at 
http://pricedout.tacinc.org.  

 
FACT SHEET LISTS BENEFITS OF 
HOUSING COUNSELING. 
http://www.nhc.org/policy/Papers
-Briefs-and-Fact-Sheets.html. 
 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
PROFILES UPDATED WITH OUT 
OF REACH 2011 DATA. The 
National Low Income Housing 
Coalition’s snapshots of housing 
needs in each congressional district 
and state are at 
http://www.nlihc.org. 

 
 

http://us1.campaign-archive2.com/?u=ee76b63e7e78f21a320971fd4&id=6a424e936b&e=93d15d465b#mctoc1
http://us1.campaign-archive2.com/?u=ee76b63e7e78f21a320971fd4&id=6a424e936b&e=93d15d465b#mctoc1
http://us1.campaign-archive2.com/?u=ee76b63e7e78f21a320971fd4&id=6a424e936b&e=93d15d465b#mctoc2
http://us1.campaign-archive2.com/?u=ee76b63e7e78f21a320971fd4&id=6a424e936b&e=93d15d465b#mctoc2
http://us1.campaign-archive2.com/?u=ee76b63e7e78f21a320971fd4&id=6a424e936b&e=93d15d465b#mctoc3
http://us1.campaign-archive2.com/?u=ee76b63e7e78f21a320971fd4&id=6a424e936b&e=93d15d465b#mctoc4
http://us1.campaign-archive2.com/?u=ee76b63e7e78f21a320971fd4&id=6a424e936b&e=93d15d465b#mctoc5
http://www.donorsforum.org/issifiles/members_online/registration/regstart.asp?TOKEN=&EventID=PP072211&af=DF&CID=6230&DID=48865
http://policyontheground.blogspot.com/2011/06/hud-letter-regarding-ex-offenders-in.html
http://policyontheground.blogspot.com/2011/06/hud-letter-regarding-ex-offenders-in.html
http://policyontheground.blogspot.com/2011/06/school-action-accountability-and-master.html
http://policyontheground.blogspot.com/2011/06/school-action-accountability-and-master.html
http://policyontheground.blogspot.com/2011/06/deep-budget-cuts-have-serious-negative.html
http://policyontheground.blogspot.com/2011/06/deep-budget-cuts-have-serious-negative.html
http://tinyurl.com/hacnews
http://www.usich.gov/
http://www.huduser.org/portal/publications/affhsg/wcn_disability.html
http://www.huduser.org/portal/publications/affhsg/wcn_disability.html
http://www.huduser.org/portal/publications/affhsg/wcn_disability.html
http://pricedout.tacinc.org/
http://www.nhc.org/policy/Papers-Briefs-and-Fact-Sheets.html
http://www.nhc.org/policy/Papers-Briefs-and-Fact-Sheets.html
http://www.nlihc.org/
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Scattered Site Wait List for 
South Lawndale and Lower 
West Side Residents 
 

I thank Sabrina Young for the 

following information.  
 
From June 27 through July 15, 
residents of South Lawndale or 
Lower West Side can register for the 
community-area wait list. To find 
out if you're eligible or where to 
apply click or copy and paste link 
http://www.thecha.org/pages/ss_nort
h_central___south_lawndale/50.php?de
vID=299 

 

Employment 
 

Check out the Job Exchange at 
http://valeriefleonard.com/TheJob
Exchange/  There are links to 
hundreds of jobs through direct 
postings, data bases and referrals. I 
thank Sen. Mattie Hunter for 
providing information for 
employers and youth interested in 
hiring/working for the summer.  I 
thank Rep. LaShawn Ford for 
providing daily job postings.  If you 
are an employer with a position to 
fill, I ask that you review resumes 
from  Darryl Robertson,               
Deon James, Chetel Jordan and 
Danielle Baugh.   

 

Small Business 

Rally for Illinois Jobs!!!! 
 

July 26, 2011   Small Business 
Empowerment & Workforce 
Development Committee Hearing 
on Unemployment and Job Creation  
160 N. La Salle Street, 6th floor, 
Chicago, 10:30 A.M.  Click onto the 
following link to download a fyer. 
http://www.lashawnfordjobs.com/JOB
S%20RALLY%20FLYER[1].pdf 

 
 
 
About the Editor 
Valerie F. Leonard is a community 

24th Ward TIF Training Survey 
 
Alderman Michael D. Chandler and the Lawndale Alliance will be hosting 
TIF education and training on or around the week of July 11, 2011. If you 
are a 24th Ward resident, please complete the following survey not later 
than June 30, 2011. http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/F7YLGM5 
 

CPS to Host Community Meetings on Magnet and 

Selective Enrollment Admissions Policy 
 

The following information is from the Peirce Post blog. 
 

Make your voice heard at an upcoming community meeting to discuss the 
current magnet and selective enrollment admissions policy for the Chicago 
Public Schools. Click onto the following link to review the entire 
announcement and get a schedule of meetings. 
http://thepeircepost.blogspot.com/2011/06/community-meetings-on-
magnet-and.html 
 

Workshops/Webinars/Conferences 
 

How Nonprofits Can Meet Growing Demand for Aid  
Join us on Tuesday, June 28, to discuss how organizations can keep up with 
increased demand for their services as the economy continues to sputter.  
 

Base Camp SRI 
 

I received the following information from the Calvert Foundation. 
 

Are you equipped to help your friends, colleagues, and clients make money 
and make a difference? Come to BaseCamp SRI for a fresh perspective on 
compelling investment issues that affect our world. You will learn from 
local experts and peers, and benefit from information and insights that you 
can work into conversations the next day. 
 

For More Information:  
http://basecampsri.firstaffirmative.com/basecamp-sri-home 
 

To Register:  
http://chicagobasecampsri.eventbrite.com/ 
 

Purchase and Finance Foreclosed Homes 
 

I thank Representative LaShawn Ford for providing the following 
information in his June 24, 2011 newsletter. 
 

July 23, 2011   Learn to purchase and finance foreclosed homes; help to 
stop foreclosures; Christ The King Jesuit College Prep H.S., 5088 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60644, 9:30 A.M. to 12 noon 
http://www.lashawnfordjobs.com/July%2023,%202011%20HUD%20Eve
nt.pdf 
 
 

http://chicago.everyblock.com/announcements/jun26-scattered-site-wait-list-open-south-lawndale-and-4056550/
http://chicago.everyblock.com/announcements/jun26-scattered-site-wait-list-open-south-lawndale-and-4056550/
http://chicago.everyblock.com/announcements/jun26-scattered-site-wait-list-open-south-lawndale-and-4056550/
http://www.thecha.org/pages/ss_north_central___south_lawndale/50.php?devID=299
http://www.thecha.org/pages/ss_north_central___south_lawndale/50.php?devID=299
http://www.thecha.org/pages/ss_north_central___south_lawndale/50.php?devID=299
http://valeriefleonard.com/TheJobExchange/
http://valeriefleonard.com/TheJobExchange/
http://www.lashawnfordjobs.com/JOBS%20RALLY%20FLYER%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.lashawnfordjobs.com/JOBS%20RALLY%20FLYER%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/F7YLGM5
http://thepeircepost.blogspot.com/2011/06/community-meetings-on-magnet-and.html
http://thepeircepost.blogspot.com/2011/06/community-meetings-on-magnet-and.html
http://philanthropy.com/article/How-Nonprofits-Can-Meet/127930/?sid=pt&utm_source=pt&utm_medium=en
http://basecampsri.firstaffirmative.com/basecamp-sri-home
http://chicagobasecampsri.eventbrite.com/
http://www.lashawnfordjobs.com/July%2023,%202011%20HUD%20Event.pdf
http://www.lashawnfordjobs.com/July%2023,%202011%20HUD%20Event.pdf

